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INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND ·CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS 
AWARDED, 1921-1935 
Contracts awarded are an indication of the amount of construction 
that is expected to get under way in the next few months. The 1935 
improvement is a favorable sign. Building, which is one of the major 
industries using durable goods, has been at a very low level since 1930. 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS : : COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE 
AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION AND EXTENSION 
SERVICE IN AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS 
Circular 442 
December 20, 1935 
AIMS OF THE ILLINOIS OUTLOOK 
T HE ILLINOIS AGRICULTURAL OUTLOOK for 1936 contains facts and estimates based on the available infor-
mation concerning the current and probable future supplies 
of and demand for farm products. A discussion of the supply 
of and price of commodities which farm families purchase is 
also included. 
The use of these facts should help farmers so to plan their 
1936 production and marketing program as to obtain the best 
possible income under existing price-levels and utilize that 
income to the best advantage. 
As repeatedly pointed out, this OUTLOOK makes no at-
tempt to tell a farmer when to buy or sell or what acreage to 
plant. The value of outlook material to the individual farmer 
depends, in the last analysis, on his disposition to do his own 
thinking and the soundness of his judgment in making 
decisions. 
/10. 
December 20, 1935 
Further copies of this OUTLOOK 
may be obtained by adressing the 
College of Agriculture, University 
of Illinois, Urbana. 
The Outlook in Brief 
11HE AGRICULTURAL OUTLOOK FOR 1936 promises further ncreases in the demand for farm products. The increased activity mdicated for building construction is a very favorable sign. Live-
stock prices are expected to remain high in relation to grain prices at 
least until new crops are available. Unemployment, however, is still at 
a high level and the foreign demand for agricultural products shows but 
little improvement. 
Farm. Fam.ily Living. The cash income available to farm families 
will probably be higher in 1936 than for several years. No significant 
changes in prices of goods for family maintenance are anticipated during 
the next six months. 
Feeds. The present supply of feed grains is sufficient to provide 
each grain-consuming animal unit with about the same amount as the 
average during the five-year period 1928-1932. Hay supplies, in com-
parison with the amount of livestock on hand, are slightly above normal. 
Corn . With normal weather conditions in the spring of 1936, a 
slightly increased corn acreage may be expected. The increase in hog 
numbers anticipated for 1936 will cause additional demand for this crop. 
Oats. The 1935 oat crop was poor in quality, and was 3 percent 
smaller than the average of the five-year period 1928-1932. 
Chinch Bugs. Should the spring of 1936 be dry, serious chinch 
bug damage may be expected in a large area in central, western, and 
northwestern Illinois. 
Barley. Barley production in the northern three tiers of counties 
in Illinois may be increased with comparative safety in 1936, tho there is 
still some danger from chinch bugs. 
Wheat. With average yields, wheat prices in 1936 are likely to be 
lower than those received for the 1935 crop. 
Soybeans. Illinois farmers produced for harvest in 1935 more soy-
beans than had ever before been produced in the entire United States. 
Despite the largest soybean crop in United States history, prices held 
firm during the fall months when the crop was being harvested. 
Dairy Products. Farm prices of butterfat are higher in relation to 
prices of feed grain, by-product feeds, and hay than a year ago and will 
probably continue so thruout 1936. No marked change can be expected 
in milk cow numbers during the next two years. 
Poultry and Eggs. Relatively favorable prices for poultry and eggs 
and a distinctly favorable egg-feed ratio indicate a favorable outlook 
for producers of poultry and eggs for the first half of 1936. 
Broom.corn. Prospective requirements for broomcorn in the United 
States in 1936 indicate that the acreage should be reduced. 
Forage Seeds. Total production of forage crop seeds was about 
normal in 1935, altho the quality of seed was below that of 1934. 
Fruits. Present acreage of tree fruits in Illinois should be main-
tained. There is justification for moderate increase in plantings of 
raspberries and strawberries. 
Vegetables. Producers of commercial vegetables probably will be 
able to market a larger volume of vegetables in 1936 than they did in 
1935 without reducing prices. 
Hogs. The number of hogs available for slaughter in 1936 will be 
much lower than normal. Supplies coming to market during the first 
part of the year will be very short, but increased marketings are ex-
pected in the last half of the year. 
Beef Cattle. Illinois farmers have little reason to expect that cattle 
feeding will be as profitable in 1936 as it was in 1935, since the supplies 
of fed cattle to be marketed will be larger and feeder cattle will cost $3 
to $4 a hundred more than they did a year earlier. On the other hand, 
feed costs will be materially lower than in 1935. 
Sheep and Wool. Relatively good prices for lambs and wool are in 
prospect during the early part of 1936. Sheep will be desirable property 
in 1936 on farms adapted to and equipped for their production. 
Horses and Mules. Continued increases in colt production, which 
began in 1933, promise to terminate in 1936 the long downward trend in 
numbers of horses and mules on farms. The demand for work stock 
is expected to continue strong for the next three to five years. 
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The statements in this Outlook are based largely on data 
prepared by the U. S. Department of Agriculture. 
Agricultural Outlook for 
Illinois in 1936 
THE GENERAL AGRICULTURAL SITUATION 
Favorable Factors 
1. Business activity has been increasing since March, 1933, and is 
expected to be higher in 1936 than in 1935. 
2. The wholesale price-level in the United States seems likely to 
be well maintained during 1936. 
3. The average level of wholesale prices in important foreign coun-
tries continues steady. 
4. The movement in industrial production is · upward in practically 
all the commercial countries of t~e world. 
5. Business failures in the United States are declining. 
6. The supply of credit available for farmers in 1936 will be larger, 
relative to needs, than for several years. 
7. Debt delinquency is declining. Foreclosures were fewer in 1935 
than in any year since 1931. 
8. The purchasing power of farm products has continued to im-
prove. The November, 1935, index of 89 is 9 points higher than that of 
a year earlier and 34 points higher than for March, 1933. 
9. Increases are expected for 1936 in automobile production, rail-
way expenditures, and building construction. Increases in expendi-
tures for railway equipment and building construction have been slow 
to date, and the better prospect is important. 
10. Corporation earnings and dividends were larger in 1935 than in 
1934, and the expectation is that they will continue upward in 1936. 
The year 1936 promises to be the fourth year of business improve-
ment following the decline of 1929-1932. Time is a factor in business 
cycles, and the fundamentals of the present recovery are typical altho 
the course of recovery has been modified by the unusual methods de-
signed to speed up the process. 
Unfavorable Factors 
1. While considerable increases in residential building activity may 
be expected in 1936, the amount of privately financed nonresidential 
building will probably continue to be relatively small. The value of 
building contracts in 1935 averaged only one-third of the 1923-1925 
level. 
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2. Trade barriers will continue to restrict the 1936 volume of agri-
cultural exports from the United States to a very low level. 
3. There is still a large amount of unemployment, and relief bur-
dens continue heavy. 
4. The general decline in farm taxes which occurred from 1930 to 
1934 has apparently come to an end. 
The Domestic Situation 
The domestic demand for farm products will probably be greater 
in 1936 than in 1935. With a substantial increase in the volume of 
agricultural production in prospect, however, prices of farm products 
probably will not rise. Nevertheless with more to sell, farmers will 
probably have greater purchasing power in 1936 than in 1935. 
Industrial Activity. The gains in industrial production since March, 
1933, have been of prime importance in contributing to the rise in 
prices of agrcultural products. From a low level of about 60 percent 
of the 1923-1925 average, industrial production has risen until in Oc-
tober, 1935, the index (seasonally adjusted) was 94 percent of that 
average. The increase in production has occurred in four major surges, 
each of which has lasted for several months and been followed by a 
recession of about equal duration. Another temporary recession is to 
be expected in 1936, but it is probable that the trend of industrial pro-
duction and business activity will continue upward thru the next two 
or three years. 
The recent upward surge, which began in the latter part of Sep-
tember, 1935, was accentuated by the change in the dates of automobile 
shows. Many new models were introduced in the fall rather than 
about January 1. Thus the increase in the general level of industrial 
production from September to November was quite largely due to the 
tremendous increase of automobile production during that period. As 
the result of this change, business activity during the spring months 
of 1936 may not be supported by as great a seasonal increase in auto-
mobile production as has been common in past years. 
Advances in industrial activity in 1936 over 1935 are likely, es-
pecially in the durable-goods industries. These include the automobile 
and building industries and the various industries which supply them 
and the railroads with materials and equipment. Residential building 
activity, including repairs, is expected to be at a higher level in 1936. 
If a material increase in railway traffic occurs, there may be a marked 
increase in purchases of materials and equipment by the railroads in 
1936. 
Payrolls. The benefits of increased industrial activity reach the 
farmer primarily thru ( 1) greater purchasing power of industrial 
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workers and other consumers of farm products, and (2) greater de-
mand for farm products by industries which use them as raw materials. 
Incomes of industrial workers have risen since the spring of 1933 as a 
result both of increased employment and somewhat higher wage rates. 
Factory payrolls for October have risen from 41 percent of the 
1921-1929 level in 1932 to 54 percent in 1933, 61 percent in 1934, and 
75 percent in 1935. (See current issue of Illinois Farm Economics.) 
Prices in the Country as a Who.Ze. The general price-level seems 
likely to be well maintained during 1936. Prices rose rapidly during 
the period when the dollar was depreciating, but have been rising less 
rapidly since that time. Indeed, the average level has shown little 
change since the spring of 1935. Prices of farm products and foods 
continued to rise during 1934 and early 1935 owing primarily to in-
creasing business activity and reduced production. Other commodities 
have, on the average, remained steady since the middle of 1934. The 
reduced production of crops in 1934 and of livestock in 1935 was due 
largely to the drouth. As agricultural production increases, this will 
tend to cause prices of farm products and foods to decline. If in-
dustrial production continues to increase, however, agricultural and in-
dustrial production will tend to remain in balance, and thus a decline 
in the country-wide average prices of farm products and foods may 
be prevented. 
Illinois Farm Prices. In the price advance which took place from 
the spring of 1933 to the spring of 1935, Illinois farmers fared some-
what better than did farmers in the United States as a whole. The 
index number of prices received by Illinois farmers rose from 48 . 
percent of the 1910-1914 average in March, 1933, to 122 percent in 
April, 1935, while in the same period the United States index rose from 
55 to 111 percent of the prewar average. The difference was due 
primarily to the great importance of corn, oats, and hogs in Illinois. 
During 1934 and early 1935 prices of these three products rose much 
more than did most farm products. Subsequently the Illinois index has 
declined more than the United States index, the November index 
( 1910-1914 = 100) being 106 for Illinois and 108 for the United 
States. 
During 1936 farm prices of livestock may be expected to be high 
in relation to grains. A marked shift between grain and livestock 
prices occurred 'during 1935, livestock prices making further advances 
and grain prices declining. Thus the November, 1935, Illinois farm 
price of hogs was 101 percent and of beef cattle 98 percent of the 
1921-1929 November average, while a year earlier they stood at 
59 and 66 percent respectively. November, 1935, prices of corn and 
oats, on the other hand, were 79 and 63 percent respectively of the 
1921-1929 average, while a year earlier they were 110 and 126 percent 
8 
240 
200 
160 
..... 
z 
w 
0120 
a: 
w 
a. 
80 
40 
0 
CIRCULAR N 0. 442 
,J- UNITED 1TATES 
• WHOLESALE PRICES 
. 
r f\ 
I \~ M I ~ ... . . .. I , •.... ~ - ~ ~ - -: · .•. ~ ........ 
' 
..• 
.... ··· ......... 
.....• 
ILL/Nf'S !'ARM PRI~ES_,;.• 
.... · 
1910-1914&11 
I I I I 
1910 1915 1920 1925 1930 1933 1934 1935 
FIG. 1.-INDEXES OF UNITED STATES WHOLESALE PRICES AND PRICES 
OF ILLINOIS FARM PRODUCTS, 1910-1935 
Due partly to increased demand but more largely to reduced supplies, prices 
of Illinois farm products on the average advanced more rapidly than the general 
price-level in 1934 and the first part of 1935. While grain and hay prices were 
much lower in November, 1935, than a year earlier, hog and cattle prices were 
much higher. 
of that average. Some of the present advantage of livestock over grain 
prices will be lost during 1936, but livestock prices will probably con-
tinue relatively high compared with grains thruout the year. 
Foreign Trade 
Following are important factors in our foreign-trade situation: 
1. Industrial activity in foreign countries has improved materially 
since 1932, and this improvement seems likely to continue in 1936. The 
tendency for a continuation of improved economic conditions in these 
countries is being strengthened by increased purchases by the United 
States of important staples such as silk, rubber, and tin. 
2. Owing to shortages in foreign exchange in recent years some 
countries have been forced to reduce their imports drastically for any 
but indispensable materials and to place such imports largely on a 
barter basis. This situation has reduced our exports of farm products. 
3. No marked increase in agricultural exports is to be expected in 
1935-36 as a result of our trade-agreement program, since with the 
exception of Cuba, these agreements have been made with countries 
which have bought only small quantities of agricultural products. This 
program should, however, in the long run, result in a substantial re-
duction of trade barriers thruout the world and in improved export 
markets for farm products. 
4. Increased incomes to factory workers producing goods for trade 
with Canada are expected as a result of the trade agreement with that 
country, which is to become effective on January 1, 1936. In 1933, 
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out of a total of 13 million unemployed about 3 million had been 
formerly engaged in foreign trade and about 2.3 million were factory 
workers. A continued revival of the industries and trades that em-
ployed these men will create better domestic outlets for farm products 
and help to reduce unemployment. 
5. Adjustment programs have been developed to provide a volume 
of production larger than in the past two years. Some expansion in 
the exports of wheat and pork products for the marketing year 1936-37 
may be expected if more normal weather conditions prevail in 1936. 
Agricultural Credit and Debt 
Agricultural credit is now easier to obtain and debts are less 
burdensome than in recent years. The situation may be summarized as 
follows: 
1. Farmers' ability to pay current interest and make payments on 
debts has increased materially as the result of the higher level of 
farm-commodity prices and the receipt of adjustment payments. 
2. Country banks have an ample supply of loanable funds which 
they are willing to lend to qualified farmers. Bank deposits have 
tended to increase, and reserves are more than ample. Yields on in-
vestments, such as bonds, which banks are permitted to own, are now 
so low that they have become less attractive than good farm paper. 
3. Federally sponsored agencies, including federal land banks, 
production credit associations, and banks for cooperatives, offer farm-
ers relatively low rates of interest. The market continues highly favor-
able for bonds and debentures issued by the federal land banks and 
federal intermediate credit banks, thru which production credit asso-
ciations and banks for cooperatives may discount short-term paper. The 
going rate for federal land bank loans is 4 percent and for produc-
tion credit association loans, 5 percent. Lending operations by the 
Land Bank Commissioner have been extended to February 1, 1940, 
and have been liberalized to permit purchase of farms. 
4. Corn loans are available to corn-hog cooperators at 45 cents a 
bushel. 
5. Debt delinquency and foreclosures are decreasing, altho, with 
increases in farm prices some lending agencies are becoming less 
lenient. 
6. Farm taxes are not expected to change materially during the 
coming year. There has been some decrease in farm-property taxes 
since 1929, but benefits have been partially offset by substitute taxes. 
Illinois Farm Conditions in 1935 
Farming operations in 1935 were hampered by adverse weather 
conditions. The wet spring materially retarded corn and soybean 
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FIG. 2.-DISTRIBUTION OF GROSS INCOME FROM FARM 
PRODUCTION, 1924-1935 
In periods when farmers' gross incomes are advancing, their production 
expenditures increase less rapidly than their cash incomes. The marked increase 
since 1932 in cash income available to Illinois farmers after paying necessary 
production expenses has been accompanied by increased purchases of clothing, 
furniture, and other commodities used in the farm home. (The open areas in 
the bars for the last three years represent rental and benefit payments.) 
planting, particularly in the southern third of the state and in the west-
central part. Yields of small grains were materially reduced by wet 
weather and disease. 
Killing frosts ended the growing season the first week of October. 
This was the earliest killing frost at Cairo since 1899. Frost damage 
to corn was high in west-central Illinois and particularly high in the 
southern part of the state. Fall weather has been very unfavorable for 
harvesting and storing both corn and soybeans. 
The November 1 estimated acre-yields for important Illinois crops 
were 4.4 percent above the average for the ten years 1921-1930. Acre-
yields of corn, soybeans, hay, and timothy seed exceeded the ten-year 
average. 
Total soybean acreage in Illinois in 1935 increased 55 percent over 
1934. The production of harvested beans is the largest on record, 
being 84 percent larger than last year and representing 52 percent of 
the estimated total United States production for 1935. 
The Illinois acreage and production of broomcorn is the largest on 
record. Hay supplies are very large, 1935 production being the highest 
since 1924. With the exception of 1931, the total fruit production 
during 1935 was the largest on record. Quality of peaches, apples, and 
pears was reduced considerably by insect and disease damage. 
Cash farm incomes, including benefit payments, have been higher 
for 1935 than for 1934. Farm earnings were higher in 1935 than in 
1934 except in those areas that had particularly good yields last year. 
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Farm Equipment and Supplies 
The combined average price of commodities and services used in 
agricultural production will likely be slightly less in 1936 than in 
1935. This change is expected primarily because of probable declines 
in prices of feed, seed, and fertilizer. A slight rise in prices of farm 
labor is likely. No great change in prices of farm machinery and 
mechanical-power units or building materials and supplies is expected. 
The increase in farm building construction, repairs, and painting 
in 1935 compared with 1934 is likely to continue thru 1936. Little 
change in wholesale prices occurred in 1935, and it is not likely that 
retail prices of materials and supplies will change greatly in 1936. The 
labor costs of building may increase slightly. 
Altho farm machinery and tractor sales were higher in 1935 than in 
any year since 1930, a further increase is expected in 1936. The aver-
age age of equipment now in use is still high enough to encourage re-
placement on a large scale. Prices of farm machines, on the average, 
rose only slightly in 1935 ; further increases are not probable. 
The demand for electricity on farms is growing. Both govern-
mental and commercial agencies are preparing to extend and increase 
rural transmission lines and to make it easier for farmers to secure 
necessary electrical equipment. 
Illinois Farm Family Living 
Income. Cash income available to Illinois farm families after meet-
ing farm production expenses probably will be higher in 1936 than in 
any year since 1930. The tendencies in 1935 toward increased farm~ 
production costs were somewhat balanced by the improved situation 
in regard to farm taxes, loans, and interest. Some scaling-down of 
debts, considerable refinancing of remaining indebtedness on a longer 
amortization basis, and reduced interest rates have lessened farmers' 
yearly debt payments. The net result in 1936 will be an increase in 
income available for family living and farm improvements. 
In 1935 the cash incomes from farm production were supplemented 
by earnings of family members employed in nonagricultural industries. 
This will continue and may increase in 1936. 
Illinois farm women have continued to contribute to cash inco~e 
by sale of poultry, eggs, dairy products, fruits, vegetables, home-baked 
foods, and other articles in women's markets and by direct delivery to 
homes. This practice may be expected to continue thru 1936. 
The extent to which the increase in available cash will be devoted 
to farm family living will vary widely from family to family. House-
hold inventories, depleted during the depression, appear to have been 
somewhat restored by increased purchasing in 1935. A slight increase 
in all classes of cash expenditures by Illinois farm h_ome-account 
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FIG. 3,-H0w ILLINOis FARM FAMILIES KEEPING HoME AccouNTs UsED THEIR 
CASH INCOMES IN 1930-1935, AND THE MONEY VALUE OF THE FooD 
THEY RAISED FOR HoME UsE 
Expenditures for purchased food and clothing showed the greatest increase 
in 1934, while savings declined. 
keepers, with the greatest increase in clothing, is shown in Fig. 3. 
Nevertheless, because of depleted inventories of farm equipment, the 
farm business has competed closely with the family for the 1935 in-
crease in available cash; this situation will probably continue in 1936. 
Prices Paid for Goods Purchased for Farm Family Living. Prices 
paid by farm families for goods used for family living were slightly 
higher in 1935 than in 1934. The increase, however, represents the 
balancing of somewhat pronounced opposite trends in prices of differ-
ent commodities rather than a uniform small increase in the prices of 
all. 
A large share of the expenditures for food by farm families goes 
for bread, flour, cereals, meats, and fats. These are the foods of which 
supplies for 1935-36 are relatively short and for which prices some-
what higher than in 1935 probably will prevail in the first half of 1936. 
During November and December, seasonal price advances have raised 
prices on dairy products and some vegetables ; but a downward trend 
in the prices of these foods probably will occur from January to mid-
summer, 1936. 
A slight increase in clothing and textiles prices may occur in 1936, 
especially in wool, silk, and rayon. Prices of shoes probably will rise, 
since prices of hides and leather have risen since summer, 1935. 
Prices of goods used for household operation, such as kerosene, 
coal, gasoline, soap and other supplies for laundry and cleaning, are 
practically the same as a year ago. Prices paid by farmers for furni-
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ture and furnishings, for automobiles, and for building materials for 
houses, changed little during 1935. There is at this time no evidence 
of probable increase in prices of building materials or automobiles. No 
significant changes in prices of goods for farm family maintenance 
are anticipated during the next six months. 
Home Production. In 1935 Illinois farm families continued exten-
sive programs of home production for family use. In 1936 well-con-
sidered programs of home production will probably continue. Home 
canning and curing of meat probably will lessen, because higher prices 
for livestock will encourage sales instead of slaughter for family use. 
Thus the 1936 outlook for Illinois farm families is toward a some-
what higher living level than in 1935. 
CROPS OUTLOOK 
FEED CROPS IN GENERAL 
Feed supplies and the number of farm animals are in the best 
balance in several years. The supplies of feed grains (production plus 
carryover) for 1935-36 total approximately 106 million tons compared 
with an average of 120 million tons for the five years 1928-29 to 1932-
33. A lower production-91 million tons of grain in 1935, compared 
with an average of 101 million tons for the five years 1928-1932-is 
supplemented with a much smaller carryover of old grain but a some-
what larger supply of commercial feeds, especially high-protein sup-
plements. A larger supply of rye and about the same amount of wheat 
is likely to be fed. Allowing for a normal carryover for 1936-37 and 
an average use for commercial purposes, the present supply of feed 
grains would give each grain-consuming animal unit about the same 
amount as for the five years 1928-29 to 1932-33. 
Hay supplies provide nearly 2 percent more tonnage per animal 
unit than the average of 1920-1929. Compared with the last five years, 
hay supplies per animal unit seem somewhat high. 
CORN 
With normal weather conditions in the spring of 1936 a slightly 
increased corn acreage may be expected even with a continuation of 
the corn-hog program. 
The 1935 domestic corn crop was 2,211 million bushels, or about 
86 percent of the 1928-1932 average. This increase of 834 million 
bushels over 1934 production was due partly to an increase in acreage 
but largely to better acre-yields. A relatively new outlet for this corn 
is the distilled spirits industry, which used 19.4 million bushels, or 
about Y5 of 1 percent of the crop, in 1934-35 and promises some 
further, tho not large, increase in 1935-36. Illinois increased its corn 
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acreage in 1935 over that in 1934 by about .Yz percent, but the 1935 
acreage was still 17 percent under the 1928-1932 average. The 1935 
production of corn in Illinois was 137 million bushels over the low 
production of 1934 but more than 45 million bushels under the 1928-
1932 five-year average. 
Altho generally good, the quality of the 1935 crop was poor in some 
sections of the country. Planting of corn was delayed by wet weather 
thruout much of the corn belt. Early killing frosts stopped the de-
velopment of this immature corn, and tho relatively free from ear rots 
in the field, the grain was so high in moisture at normal harvest time 
as to threaten spoilage in storage. Such corn must necessarily be 
utilized for feed or otherwise consumed before warm spring weather. 
WHEAT 
Few Illinois wheat growers will find an expansion of wheat pro-
duction in 1936 to their advantage. Wheat prices in the United States 
since 1933 have been maintained at unusually high levels owing to 
three successive years of low production. With 1936 acre-yields aver-
aging as large as in 1935, prices for the 1936 crop will likely be lower 
than those received for the 1935 crop. 
World wheat production in 1935-36 is estimated at about 3.5 million 
bushels, or about the same as in 1934-35 and about 370 million bushels 
below the 1928-1932 average. One encouraging factor is that during 
the past year both world and United States surpluses of wheat have 
been materially reduced. Domestic supplies have declined for the past 
two years owing partly to reduced acreage but mainly to low yields. 
The carryover in this country is expected to be near normal by July 1, 
1936. 
Farmers who follow practices designed to improve the market-
ability of their crop will likely be more than repaid for their effort. 
High-quality wheat commanded unusual premiums over low grades 
in 1935. 
OATS 
The acreage of oats in 1936 may not be greatly different from 
that of 1935. The harvested area of 39.5 million acres in the United 
States was only 1 percent under average. The Illinois acreage, how-
ever, was more than 12 percent below the 1928-1932 average. 
The 1935 United States oat crop was 1,184 million bushels, and 
altho more than double the 1934 crop of only 526 million bushels, it 
was 3 percent below the five-year 1928-1932 average. The quality 
of the 1935 oat crop was poor, owing partly to unfavorable weather at 
harvest time. 
BARLEY 
Barley production in the three northern tiers of Illinois counties may 
be increased with comparative safety in 1936, tho there is still danger 
• 
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of spotted injury from chinch bugs if the spring is dry. Illinois acre-
age devoted to barley in 1935 was 60,000 acres, or only about 15 
percent of the five-year 1928-1932 average. This small acreage was 
due to the threat of serious chinch bug damage in 1935. With chinch 
bug numbers reduced in northern Illinois, it appears fairly safe to 
begin the culture of barley again on a moderate scale in this area. 
The variety recommended is Wisconsin Pedigree 38, because of its 
high-yielding ability and good quality of grain. 
BROOMCORN 
Prospective requirements for broomcorn in 1936 indicate that the 
acreage should be reduced. ' Because of short crops in 1932, 1933, and 
1934, the carryover into 1935 did not meet domestic requirement for 
the 1934-35 season, and substantial quantities were imported. This 
condition led in 1935 to a 59-percent increase over the average 1928-
1932 acreage. In spite of a very low acre-yield in 1935, production 
( 54,000 tons) was materially above the average demand of 45,000 tons. 
This is a poor time for inexperienced growers in isolated areas to 
begin growing broomcorn. 
SOYBEANS 
The 1935 soybean crop is estimated at 36.5 million bushels, which 
is 96 percent larger than the crop of 1934, which in turn was 59 per-
-cent greater than the crop of 1933 and 59 percent greater than the 
1928-1932 average production. This increase in production was due to 
a greatly expanded sown acreage and to a smaller proportion of the 
total crop being harvested for hay. Because of the hay shortage in 
1934, more soybeans were cut for hay; whereas in 1935, forage sup-
plies being abundant, the percentage devoted to hay was correspond-
ingly decreased, resulting in a phenomenal increase in seed production. 
Increases in soybean production are especially notable in Illinois, 
Iowa, Indiana, Missouri, and Ohio. Increases in the cotton belt are 
much smaller; two states, Tennessee and South Carolina, report 
smaller crops than in 1934. 
Despite the largest soybean crop in United States history, prices 
held firm during the fall months when the crop was being harvested. 
This was attributed to several factors: ( 1) a greatly stimulated use 
of the products commonly made from soybeans; (2) many new com-
mercial users of soybeans; ( 3) an active demand for soybean oil at 
relatively better prices; ( 4) flax seed crops in the United States esti-
mated at 89 percent of the five-year average and the Argentine crop 
estimated at 60 percent of the five-year average; ( 5) relatively light 
carryover of soybeans from the 1934 Manchurian crop; and ( 6) slight 
delay in getting the 1935 Manchurian crop, now estimated at 19 per-
cent above the short crop of 1934, into commercial channels. 
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The probable demand for soybeans from the 1936 crop depends 
upon the production, consumption, and price of competing vegetable 
oils and meals. Prices of cottonseed oil have been materially strength-
ened by shortages of lard, and while this shortage will be less acute 
in 1936 it is not expected to reach normal before 1937. Prospects 
are for a flax area in 1936 of 2.9 million acres, which is only slightly 
below the five-year average. The 1936 cotton acreage depends upon 
the cotton adjustment program of the Agricultural Adjustment Ad-
ministration. The probabilities of developing export outlets for United 
States soybeans seems very uncertain. Manchurian exports have been 
declining for several years and now depend chiefly upon China and 
Japan, where the meal is used chiefly for fertilizer. 
F ORAGE-CROP SEE DS 
Total production of forage-crop seeds approached normal in 1935. 
Final estimates of production in 1934 were generally above preliminary 
figures and indicate a corresponding increase in carryover. Imports and 
exports of forage-crop seeds, with the exception of Sudan in 1935 and 
timothy in 1934, have been relatively small. More than the normal per-
centage of the year's production of forage seeds remained in producers' 
hands on November 15. General quality of seeds was below that of 
1934. 
Alfalfa. Supplies of alfalfa seed are slightly below normal but 
will probably be ample for 1936 planting. Alfalfa seed production in 
the United States is estimated at 48 million pounds for 1935, compared 
with 53.4 million pounds as the 1930-1934 average. The relative pro-
duction of seed in 1935 in several northern states was below that of 
central and southern producing areas. The carryover, while some-
what greater than anticipated, is below normal. 
Red Clover. Production of red-clover seed in 1935 is estimated 
at 42 million pounds, compared with SO million pounds for 1934. Retail 
sales in the spring of 1935 were below expectations and 20 percent 
below the sales of 1934. Carryover of red-clover seed, therefore, was 
larger than anticipated but smaller than usual. 
Alsike Clover . Despite smaller sales than expected in 1935, the 
carryover into the present season was negligible. Seed production in 
1935 is estimated at 20 million pounds, compared with 16 million in 
1934, and 21.6 million as the 1930-1934 average. 
Sweet Clover. Supplies of sweet-clover seed for 1936 are at 
least 30 percent greater than those available for 1935 and are believed 
to be ample. Seed production in 1935 is estimated at 47 million 
pounds, compared with 38 million in 1934, and 44.6 million pounds 
as the 1930-1934 average. 
Lespedeza. Supplies of lespedeza for 1936 seeding will be dis-
tinctly below those for 1935. Seed production in 1935 will not exceed 
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1936 OUTLOOK FOR CLOVER AND GRASS SEEDS, UNITED STATES 
(Millions of pounds) 
5-year 1935 Carryover Available Average 
Kind of seed average produc- into new supply in annual con-production tiona crop fall of 1935 sumption 1930-1934 
Alfalfa ..... . ..... ... 53.4 48 10 58 so 
R ed clover .......... 61.5 42 15 57 65 
Alsike clover . .. .... . . 21.6 20 3 23 25 
Sweet clover ...... . .. 44.6 47 12 59 so 
Timothy .... ... .. ... 56 .6 110 1 111 60 
Redtopb . . ..... . .... . 11.0 10 14 24 9 . 
Kentucky bluegrassb .. 10 .3 15 .5 3 18 .5 10 
Orchard grass ........ 3 .4 3 .5 . 3 3.8 3.3 
Meadow fescueb . . .. . . . 7 . 9 . 2 1.1 .5 
Sudan grass . ........ 24 .0 52 2 .5 54 .5 30 
17 
Surplus(+) 
or defi-
ciency ( -) 
+8 
- 8 
- 2 
+9 
+51 
+15 
+ 8 .5 
+ .5 
+ .6 
+24.5 
aPreliminary figures, Bureau of Agricultural Economics, U. S. D epartment of Agriculture. 
bClean seed; other seeds are country-run. 
60 percent of the 1934 crop and probably will fall to SO percent. Seed 
yields in Illinois, Iowa, and Missouri were reduced more than half. 
Supplies will probably be sufficient for market needs, as some reduc-
tion in acreage is forecast in the northern part of the corn belt. 
Timothy. Swinging from the smallest seed production on record 
in 1934, timothy seed production in 193S promises to be the largest 
crop in several years. The carryover was negligible; hence, the 110 
million pounds estimated as the 193S production constitutes the supply. 
Estimated normal consumption is 60 million pounds. 
Kentucky Bluegrass. With a 193S crop estimated at five times 
the 1934 crop, the supplies of Kentucky bluegrass seed appear to be 
ample for market demands. The clean-out of good seed from the 
rough is somewhat smaller than expected. Quality is reported good. 
Redtop. Redtop seed production in 193S, which is expected to 
exceed that of 1934 by at least SO percent, is equal to normal consump-
tion. In addition there is a large carryover. Quality of seed is good. 
Millet and Sudan. Seed production both of millet and Sudan 
grass in 193S will exceed the small crops of 1934. Millet seed pro-
duction is estimated at four times the 1934 crop and Sudan grass 
seed at three times the small crop of 1934. There was a small carry-
over of Sudan seed, most of which was imported. 
HAY AND PASTURE 
The supply of hay for the 193S-36 feeding season is adequate and 
should leave a normal carryover next spring. The quality of hay is 
below that of recent years because of heavy rains during harvest. 
Production of hay for 193S is estimated at 89 million tons, com-
pared with 80 million tons as the 1928-1932 average. The total supply 
for the current year, including a carryover of 4.S million tons, is 93.S 
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million tons, compared with 90 million tons as the 1928-1932 average. 
The amount of hay per unit of hay-consuming animals is 2 percent 
above average. 
The prospect of marketing any but high-grade hay is not promising, 
since most deficit areas are approaching a self-sufficient basis. 
Marked decreases in timothy and red-clover acreages have occurred 
in Illinois recently, whereas the acreage of soybeans, alfalfa, lespedeza, 
and emergency forage crops has markedly increased. 
The trend toward larger acreages of pasture and hay crops will 
probably continue, because of encouragement given by the Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration to the use of retired acres for soil-improv-
ing crops, for crops to prevent soil erosion, and for grazing. Ample 
and cheap seed supplies for most forage crops, and a desire to produce 
cheap feed for more economic production of animal products, also en-
courages additional plantings of forage crops. 
Increased interest in the improvement of pastures and in the 
grazing of grain crops is evident. Pastures have recovered in most 
drouth-stricken areas to a point where they are normal. 
COMMERCIAL FEEDSTUFFS 
Supplies of commercial feeds are somewhat larger than last year, 
but lower than the average of the past five years. 
The present supply of 1.8 million tons of cottonseed meal and cake 
represents a 7-percent increase over last year's supply. The increase 
has been due largely to an increase in the cottonseed crop. 
The total supply of wheat products, 3 million tons, representing 
more than half of all commercial feeds, will be about the same as last 
year. 
Domestic flaxseed for crushing will produce 232,000 tons of linseed 
cake and meal ; this exceeds the amount consumed in any year since 
1930-31. 
Production of gluten feed and hominy feed is expected to be 
larger than in 1934-35. Recent annual production of brewers' grains 
and distillers' grains has been about 200,000 tons. 
The record crop of 36 million bushels of soybeans in 1935 suggests 
a substantial increase in the production of soybean meal and cake. 
Production of alfalfa meal will be about normal. 
INSECT HAZARDS1 
Chinch Bugs. Should the spring of 1936 be dry, serious chinch 
bug damage may be expected in a large area in central, western, and 
some parts of northwestern Illinois. Here about the same numbers of 
1This section contributed by Chief Entomologist, Agricultural Experiment Station and 
Illinois State Natural History Survey. 
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bugs are in winter quarters as were present in the fall of 1933 and 
everyone remembers what happened following the very dry spring of 
1934. Certainly it will be wise to use as many chinch bug proof crops 
thruout this area as possible and also to make the maximum practical 
FIG. 4.-Chinch bug proof 
crops and resistant varieties 
of corn are advised thruout 
most of central, western, and 
some parts of northwestern 
Illinois, where the bugs are 
about as numerous as they 
were in the fall of 1933. 
use of varieties of corn that are known 
to be resistant to chinch bug damage. 
In the north and northeast parts of 
the state, spotted areas of chinch bug 
damage may occur. 
Southern Corn Rootworms. This 
insect may be expected to be generally 
destructive in the spring of 1936. The 
beetle is yellow with 12 black spots on 
the wing covers. Early plowing, keep-
ing the ground clean-fallowed by late 
planting, and the use of resistant varie-
ties where seed can be obtained are the 
most effective control measures. 
The feeding of the slender white 
grubs or worms in the corn roots was 
responsible for much of the fallen corn 
in 1935. Damage by the worms opens 
the way for disease organisms that 
often cause even worse damage than 
the initial injury by the grubs. 
Grasshoppers. Damage to legumes, 
mainly red clover and soybeans, is 
likely to be caused by grasshoppers in 
1936 in spotted areas over the northern 
three-fourths of the state. The young hoppers should be watched for 
about July 1 and poisoned before they cause damage. The new oil 
bait is giving e.xcellent control. 
OUTLOOK FOR LIVESTOCK AND LIVESTOCK 
PRODUCTS 
BEEF CATTLE 
Illinois farmers have little reason to expect that cattle feeding will 
be as profitable in 1936 as it was in 1935. First, the supplies of fed 
cattle to be marketed in 1936 are considerably larger than those sold 
in 1935. Second, these cattle have cost their present owners $3 to $4 
a hundred more than stockers and feeders a year ago. Third, the 
prospect of a · marked increase in the supply of pork indicates a de-
creased demand for beef. One important factor, partially offsetting 
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FIG. 5.-LIVESTOCK ON FARMS IN THE UNITED STATES ON }ANUARY 1, 
1922-1935, AND EsTIMATED NUMBERS FOR 1936 
Livestock numbers at the beginning of 1936 are not expected to show much 
change from what they were at the beginning of 1935, when the number of 
livestock units (on basis of feed grain consumption) reached the lowest point 
since 1910, declining to about 16 percent less than the 1929-1932 average. 
these unfavorable conditions, is materially lower feed prices, the result 
of a bountiful supply of both grain and roughage in nearly all parts of 
the country. 
Shipments of stocker and feeder cattle from federally inspected 
stockyards into the corn-belt states during July to November, 1935, 
were much larger than for the corresponding months of 1934 and 
were nearly the largest on record for the eastern corn-belt states for 
this period. These large inshipments followed record inshipments 
during the first six months of the year, a considerable proportion of 
which were for summer grazing to be fed out after the end of the 
pasture season. Consequently a high proportion of the stockers and 
feeders bought in 1935 are being carried into 1936 and must be con-
sidered in estimating the 1936 beef supply. 
There is little doubt that Illinois farmers will feed and market 
more cattle in 1936 than in any year since 1926. This increased in-
terest in cattle feeding is due largely to the unusually large profits 
realized on fed cattle during the first half of 1935 and to the large 
supplies of feed harvested during the past summer and fall. While 
there is little probability that prices of fed cattle will be as high during 
1936 as in 1935, a majority of feeders apparently feel that such 
price recessions as may occur will be offset, to a large extent, by 
materially lower feed costs. Consequently they have not hesitated to 
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lay in feeders at prices that will render extremely unlikely more than 
half the margins between buying and selling values that prevailed the 
greater part of 1935. Quoted feed prices are not enough lower than 
those of a year ago to justify these extensive feeding operations. The 
fact is, however, that many farmers in Illinois and adjoining states 
are doubtless feeding cattle the present winter to realize something 
on their unmarketable corn and roughage. 
The high prices of cattle in 1935 were due more to lack of active 
competition from pork than to actual scarcity of beef. The decrease in 
the number of cattle slaughtered under federal inspection during the 
first ten months of 1935, to a point 5 percent below the same period 
in 1934, was much too small to account for the 50-percent increase in 
price of live cattle and 35-percent increase in retail price of beef. 
However, from January 1 to October 31, 1935, only 60. percent as 
many hogs were slaughtered as during the same period in 1934, which 
decrease was accompanied by a 50-percent increase in the retail price 
of pork. If the scarcity of pork is relieved by substantially larger 
marketing of hogs in 1936, as is expected, prices of cattle and beef, 
as well as of hogs and pork, will be adversely affected. 
Beef-cattle numbers are believed to have changed little in 1935. 
The severe culling imposed on western herds by the 1934 drouth has 
been largely offset by some increase in cattle numbers in the corn-belt 
and eastern states and a marked increase in the south-central states. 
Further increases are to be expected during the next three or four 
years, especially in those western states which, in 1934, reduced their 
herds well below the feed supply available during an average season. 
The quality of present breeding herds is unusually high, millions 
of inferior animals having been eliminated by the Government's pur-
chase of cattle in drouth areas, by the wholesale testing of herds for 
tuberculosis and Bang's disease, and by the opportunity to sell at favor-
able prices all animals of doubtful breeding value. Consequently the 
beef herds of the country already established or planned for appear 
able to furnish as large a supply of beef during the next five or six 
years as consumers are likely to purchase at prices remunerative to 
both breeders and feeders practicing present methods of production. 
H OGS 
The increase in swine numbers which began in the fall farrowing 
of 1935 is expected to continue in 1936 and 1937. How rapid the 
recovery will be from the extremely low production of 1935 will de-
pend largely on the size of the 1936 corn crop, tho the present scarcity 
and high price of brood sows is also a factor. 
Storage Supplies. Storage stocks both of pork and of lard at the 
beginning of the 1935-36 hog-marketing year were the smallest for 
the twenty years that records have been kept. The carryover was not 
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FIG. 6 .-HoG-CORN PRICE RATIOs ANn HoG MARKETINGS 
1935 
Only 6.8 bushels of corn were required to equal the market value of 100 
pounds of hogs in November, 1934, whereas 14.5 bushels were required a year 
later. This ratio is based on No. 3 yellow corn and the average price of hogs 
at Chicago. When the hog-corn ratio is greater than average, it is normally 
followed by an increase in hog marketings a year or two later. Hog marketings 
-indicated by the 12-month moving average in the lower part of the graph-
have been very small during 1935. 
much more than half of normal; and storage stocks are not likely to 
increase at a normal rate this winter because of relatively high hog 
prices and the prospect of a price decline during the summer. This 
last-named condition is apparently affecting prices at which the 1935 
spring crop is being marketed. 
Hogs Available. The saving feature of the hog price situation is 
the very meager current supply of market hogs. In fact, the combined 
spring and fall pig crops of 1935 fell somewhat short of SO million 
head, as against 54 million head in 1934 and an average of 81 million 
in 1932 and 1933. The low production of 1935 indicates an inspected 
slaughter for the present marketing year ( 1935-36) of between 27 and 
28.5 million head, which figure is 5 to 10 percent below 1934-35, which 
in turn was 30 to 40 percent below 1933-34. A small compensating fac-
tor is a prospective increase in the market weight of hogs this year 
due to more abundant and relatively cheaper feed than last year. 
The seasonal distribution of hog marketings was abnormal for the 
1934-35 marketing year and will continue abnormal for 1935-36. Owing 
to scarcity of feed, the 1934 crop was marketed early and the 1935 
spring crop farrowed late and fed slowly until new corn was secured. 
Since corn is now plentiful and the hog-corn ratio favorable for feed-
ing, the 1935 spring crop of pigs is coming to market more slowly than 
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usual and is being fed to heavier weights than the 1934 crop. A much 
larger number of spring gilts was reserved for breeding purposes in 
1935 than in 1934. Market receipts were relatively heavier than normal 
in the first half of 1934-35 but much lighter than normal in the first 
part of 1935-36. The hogs that are marketed early from the fall crop 
of 1935 and the spring crop of 1936 are likely to strike a higher 
market, as a result of light receipts, than will those that are marketed 
later when the bulk of the crop arrives at market. 
Domestic Demand. If symptoms of business recovery continue 
thruout the United States, the domestic demand for pork and pork 
products should continue at least at the present level and may show 
an actual increase. Competition from other meats appears likely to be 
no more unfavorable to pork than it was during the last few months 
of 1935. 
Foreign Demand. In spite of indications that European import re-
strictions against American pork products may be liberalized, it is 
doubtful that European demand will lend much strength to hog prices 
in this country at least before late 1936. Even during the summer 
months of 1935 European restrictions appeared to be less of a 
hindrance to the movement of our pork products than were scarcity 
and consequent high prices. 
Production-control measures now in operation in most European 
surplus-producing countries are expected to prevent any marked in-
crease in hog numbers in those countries until a market for them is 
rather plainly in sight. Indications now are that the number of hogs 
available for market in Europe in the first half of 1936 will probably 
be smaller than for the corresponding period of 1935. The latter half 
of 1936, however, may show some increase. 
A shortage of European lard stocks appears almost certain. 
Prices. Immediate supply and demand factors appear to justify the 
belief that hog prices will average somewhat higher for 1935-36 than 
they did for 1934-35. The seasonal distribution of the available hogs 
suggests that this price advantage should be greatest during the first 
two-thirds of the marketing year. 
SHEEP AND WOOL 
Relatively good prices for lambs and wool are in prospect during 
the early part of 1936. Lamb prices advanced in late 1935 to the 
highest point of the last five years. During this period there was also 
a steady advance in prices for wool. 
Sheep and Lamb Supplies. The 1935 crop is estimated at 27Yz 
million lambs, the smallest in six years and a decline of 7 percent from 
1934. Most of the decline occurred in the range states, little change 
occurring in the native lamb crop. In spite of this reduction, lamb 
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and sheep slaughter the first ten months of 1935 was almost 10 percent 
larger than for the same period of 1934, due to a greater proportion 
of early lambs and to a larger percentage being in killer flesh because 
of good feed last summer. This increased slaughter indicates a greater 
reduction in number of lambs available for feeding and slaughter the 
first part of 1936 than would be expected from the 7-percent decline 
in lambs dropped. The number of lambs on feed is less than a year 
ago. 
Lamb Prices. In view of the rapid advance in lamb prices in the 
fall of 1935, any further advance in the winter and spring of 1936 will 
depend on consumer demand. Market prices may be very irregular if 
supplies vary markedly from time to time. Pelt values are now a very 
important influence on lamb prices, shorn lambs selling $2 to $3 a 
hundred below unshorn stock. Prices the last half of 1936 are likely to 
be considerably below winter and spring prices. Since the number 
of lambs raised may increase, early marketing of the 1936 crop seems 
advisable. 
Wool. The wool situation is very different from a year ago. 
Stocks on hand at the beginning of 1935 were large owing to ex-
tremely low consumption in 1934. Manufacturing activity in 1935 has 
utilized most of the domestic stocks, and greater quantities will be im-
ported if active consumption is maintained. Present estimates sug-
gest a decline from 1934-35 of about 6 percent in wool supplies avail-
able for international trade in 1935-36. Prices, however, will depend 
more upon sustained consumer demand than upon reduction in world 
supplies. 
Sheep will be desirable property in 1936 on farms adapted to and 
equipped for their production by those who understand their require-
ments. 
HORSES AND MULES 
Continued increases in colt production, which began in 1933, prom-
ise to terminate the long downward trend in the number of horses and 
mules on farms during the early part of 1936. Demand for work 
stock probably will continue strong for the next three to five years, 
depending largely on future colt production and the extent to which 
tractor power displaces horses. A strong market for mules is expected 
to continue somewhat longer than for horses. Further large increases 
in prices above those now being paid for good young work animals, 
especially horses, are not anticipated. 
Supplies. The number of horses and mules on farms on January 
1, 1935, about 16.5 million head, was about 1.5 percent, or 266,000 
head, smaller than a year earlier. This decrease during 1934 was the 
smallest, both relatively and actually, in more than fifteen years. The 
net decrease of about 493,000 head in animals two years old and over 
AGRICULTURAL OUTLOOK FOR lLLINOIS-1936 25 
was partly offset by the increased number of colts under two years of 
age. 
Demand and Prices. The demand for horses and mules continued 
to expand during 1935 and was reflected in a further advance in prices. 
The average farm price of horses September 15, 1935, was $88 com-
pared with $71 a year earlier, and was the highest September price 
since 1920. The September 15 price of mules was $103 compared 
with $84 a year earlier, and was the highest September price during 
the period that mule prices have been collected (1926-1935). Be-
cause of the large proportion of old horses and mules now on farms, 
a comparison of present farm prices with the prewar prices fails to 
give a true picture of price relationship. Higher prices are probably 
not desirable from the long-term viewpoint of the horse and mule 
industry. 
Reports from leading horse and mule markets indicate an active 
market during most of 1935, with prices for most weights and classes 
considerably higher than in 1934. There has been an exceptionally 
good demand for colts and for young mares suitable for both work 
and breeding. Heavy draft horses have been much less in demand 
than chunks, and prices for the former have advanced little, if any. 
The present demand, apparently is for farm replacements, few animals 
being bought for industrial or city use. A marked improvement has 
also occurred in the demand for and prices of purebred draft animals. 
Reports from purebred associations show much larger sales, advancing 
prices, greatly increased registrations, and widespread interest. 
POULTRY AND EGGS 
The outlook for poultry and eggs is mostly favorable for the first 
half of 1936. Relatively favorable prices for poultry and eggs, and a 
distinctly favorable egg-feed price ratio point to a brisk demand for 
chicks and a good season for hatchery operators. 
There is some danger that the 1936 crop of chickens will be large 
enough to reverse the above favorable outlook during the latter half 
of 1936. Producers should follow the reports of hatche'ry operations 
during the next few months in order to avoid raising late-hatched 
chickens if the early hatchings prove to be much larger than average. 
Hatchery operators experienced a better season in 1935 than in any 
previous year since 1930, the reported number of salable chicks 
hatched being 22 percent over 1934. In the Pacific Coast states the in-
crease was 36 percent, which means that larger supplies of eggs from 
that section can be expected in eastern markets during 1936. 
An unusual demand for both pullets and yearling hens for laying 
purposes has been apparent thruout the fall and early winter months. 
This tendency to save as many layers as possible will probably mean 
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smaller marketings of poultry, especially fowls , until about the middle 
of 1936. These smaller marketings, together with the fact that storage 
holdings of chickens on December 1, 1935, were considerably below 
the 1930-1934 average, point to favorable poultry prices, at least during 
the early months of 1936. Stocks of broilers were particularly low, 
but the picture may be rapidly changed by increased production of 
winter broilers. Eastern broiler producers have already recognized 
this situation, the October report on hatchery operations showing a 
34-percent increase over 1934 in eggs set by New England hatcheries 
in October and a 32-percent increase in chicks booked for November 
delivery and later. 
DAIRY OUTLOOK 
Prices. Farm prices of butterfat, in relation to feed grain prices, 
reached the highest point in nineteen months in October, 1935. One 
pound of butterfat was equivalent in price to 23.3 pounds of feed 
grains, whereas a year earlier it was equivalent to 16.5 pounds and 
the 1925-1929 October average was 32.4 pounds. 
Farm prices of butterfat are also higher in relation to by-product 
feeds and hay than a year ago, and will probably average higher thru-
out 1936. They are, however, lower in relation to veal calves, beef 
cattle, and hogs. 
In November, 1935, butterfat averaged 2.7 cents a pound higher 
than in November, 1934, and 4 cents above October, 1935. Fluid-
milk prices are generally higher than a year ago. 
Supplies. Approximately 600,000 fewer milk cows will be on hand 
on January 1, 1936, than on January 1, 1935. No marked change is 
expected in numbers during the next two years. The number of heifer 
calves and heifers being raised is slightly less than the number required 
for replacements. With both hay and grain supplies larger than a year 
ago, and with average weather and feed production in 1936, total milk 
production may be slightly larger than in 1935. 
POUNDS OF PRODUCT EQUIVALENT IN PRICE TO 1 POUND OF 
BUTTERFAT, SPECIFIED YEARsa 
(Based on U.S. farm prices in October, 1935) 
Feed By- Veal Beef Date grains product Hay calves cattle feeds 
Average lbs. lbs. lbs. lbs. lbs. 
1920-1934 .. .. .. .. . ........ 32.8 27 . 9 67.0 4.42 6.41 
1925-1929 .. . ... . . ........ . 32.4 28.1 79.0 4.11 6 . 02 
1933 . . .... ............. ... 26.4 21.6 53.3 4.15 5. 74 
1934 . . ......... . . .. . ...... 16.5 17.0 36.3 4.68 6 . 14 
1935 ... .. ........ . .... . .. . 23.3 25.1 71.3 3 . 39 4.15 
•From Bureau of Agricultural Economics, U. S. Department of Agriculture. 
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The decline in the number of dairy cows and heifers during the past two 
years is largely the result of the relatively high feed prices that accompanied 
the drouth. Altho butterfat prices, in relation to feed prices, increased in the 
latter half of 1935, no marked change in the number of dairy cattle units is 
expected in the next two or three years. 
The new program to eradicate Bang's disease and tuberculosis re-
sulted in eliminating 737 thousand head of cattle during the year end-
ing July 1, 1935. Most of the animals eliminated were of dairy breed-
ing. Condemnations during the current 12 months will probably be 
large. 
Slaughter of cows and heifers from January 1 to October 31, 1935, 
was considerably above the 1930-1934 average for these months. The 
decline in production per cow from September to November, 1935, was 
greater than the average decline for these months . 
. Foreign prices of butter are higher than in 1934, and imports 
during 1936 will probably be small. The reciprocal trade agreement 
with Canada is not expected to seriously affect the dairy industry. 
Storage stocks of butter, cheese, and condensed and evaporated 
milk, in terms of milk equivalent, were 18 percent larger on October 
1, 1935, than a year earlier. Owing to current active movement out 
of storage, butter stocks are expected to be about normal at the end 
of the storage season. 
Demand Factors. Business conditions have improved. The trend 
in the purchas~ power of factory payrolls is upward. Population in-
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crease during the next year or two is likely to be greater proportion-
ately than the increase in the number of dairy cows. 
From May 1 to October 31, 1935, the Government purchased 
7,006,000 pounds of butter, 194,000 pounds of cheese, 9,431,000 pounds 
of evaporated milk, and 9,322,000 pounds of dry milk for distribution 
thru relief channels. 
During the first eight months of 1935 the apparent consumption of 
evaporated milk was 3 percent less than for the same period in 1934; 
cheese consumption was 4 percent greater. Butter consumption is ex-
pected to be as large this winter as a year ago, if not larger. With 
further improvement in business, city consumption of milk and cream 
should increase during 1936. 
Largely owing to shorter supplies of butter and high price-levels 
for lard, oleomargarine consumption during the first seven months of 
1935 was 72 percent above the same period in 1934. 
OUTLOOK FOR FRUITS 
Even tho the total acreage of tree fruits in the country has de-
clined in the past ten years, production has increased about 1 percent 
a year. Per-capita consumption of fruits has increased in the past 
decade. This increase, however, has been in citrus fruits and bananas, 
the consumption of apples and peaches falling off. 
Apples. Because of injury of trees by drouth conditions and 
cold, neglect of orchards in some regions, and abandonment of small 
home orchards, the average apple yield during the next few years will 
probably be below that of the past five years. Moderate replacements 
and plantings will be necessary to maintain present production ten to 
fifteen years hence. Moderate improvement in prices to growers during 
the next few years is indicated by smaller prospective crops and ex-
pected gain in consumer purchasing power. The export outlook con-
tinues unfavorable, owing to increased foreign production and also to 
trade restrictions. , 
Even with a favorable season, Illinois is expected to harvest a 
smaller crop in 1936 than in 1935. Fruit-bud formation has been low-
ered by the heavy crop of 1935 and serious scab infection in many 
orchards. 
Since Illinois producers are near consuming centers and have ex-
cellent transportation facilities, it would seem that successful growers 
in this state should maintain present acreages, especially in regions best 
adapted to economical production. 
Peaches. During the next five years production of peaches is 
likely to be about the same as during the past five years. Even tho 
the number of bearing trees has declined, commercial orchards gen-
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erally are receiving better care, which will largely offset the smaller 
number of trees. Weather conditions during the past five years have 
also been abnormally unfavorable. Moderate increases in plantings 
have been reported from several states in 1934 and 1935. The trend 
is toward varieties ripening earlier than Elberta, especially in some 
of the southern states. The present bearing capacity of orchards pro-
ducing for the fresh-fruit trade is not considered excessive. 
Additional plantings of peaches in Illinois are recommended only 
for the southern part of the state and on the best sites obtainable. New 
plantings to date are not sufficient to offset the decrease in productive 
trees due to passing out of older orchards and neglect, for economic 
reasons, in others. 
Pears. The trend of pear production in the United States has 
been decidedly upward for the past thirty years. Increased produc-
tion has come mainly from California and the Pacific Northwest, with 
decreased production in most other sections. Pear plantings in Illinois 
should be at least maintained. 
Grapes. It is probable that the supply of table grapes will con-
tinue to exceed the demand for several years even with improved con-
sumer buying power. This will tend to depress prices, especially during 
seasons of average yields or higher. Also competition is likely· to re-
main keen in foreign markets. At present rate of consumption, the 
supply of juice grapes seems adequate. 
Strawberries. The commercial strawberry acreage of the United 
States for 1936 is estimated as 11 percent larger than in 1935, which 
was only slightly above the five-year ( 1930-1934) average. The high 
prices received in 1935 may stimulate increased plantings. 
Unfavorable conditions for runner formation in most sections of 
Illinois in 193.5 have resulted in only a fair matted row, thus only a 
fair crop can be expected in 1936. 
In Illinois only moderate increases in strawberry plantings can be 
justified; any increase in production should be restricted to quantities 
that will be absorbed by local markets. High-quality fruit must be pro-
duced in order to meet out-of-state competition. Pan-grading will aid 
greatly in placing a high-quality pack on the market. 
Raspberries. The raspberry acreage in Illinois was further re-
duced in 1935 by poor growing conditions and losses from insects and 
diseases. In southern Illinois the red raspberry can be profitably 
produced if given proper care. Excellent opportunity also exists, es-
pecially in central and northern sections, for the production of both 
red and black raspberries for local markets in the larger cities. Sev-
eral new varieties are now available that are better adapted to Illinois 
than are the older varieties. 
Nuts. A rapidly increasing interest is being manifested in nut 
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culture in Illinois both by amateur and commercial growers. Areas 
having stands of seedling nut trees may be made more profitable by 
top-grafting to improved varieties. Walnuts fit well into the federal 
program of reforestation for better land utilization. 
Summary. Present acreages of tree fruits in Illinois should be 
maintained. Moderate increases in plantings of raspberries and straw-
berries, especially for local marketing, are justified. 
OUTLOOK FOR VEGETABLES 
Producers of commercial vegetable crops for the fresh market will 
probably be able to market a larger volume in 1936 than in 1935 and 
at about the same level of prices. 
During the 1935 season the total production of 17 important vege-
tables for fresh shipment increased about 3 percent above 1934. Prices 
of vegetables for fresh market shipment were the highest since 1930. 
Altho demand conditions in 1936 may be better than during the past 
few seasons, increased production of these vegetables is likely to keep 
prices from averaging any higher than in 1935. The amounts and 
prices of vegetables shipped into Illinois markets will have a decided 
influence on the prices obtainable for locally grown vegetables on those 
markets. 
Cabbage. On account of heavy production of cabbage in the 
intermediate states (including Illinois) in 1935, prices were low. 
Probably acreage will be somewhat reduced in 1936. 
Onions. The acreage of late or main-crop onions planted in 
1935 was greater than in any previous year. Production in the central 
states was 21 percent greater than in 1934. Despite this larger pro-
duction, prices to growers in these states have averaged slightly higher 
than in 1934 because of improved demand conditions. These improved 
prices are likely to result in further increases of plantings in 1936. 
Probably only a small increase in late onion production can be mar-
keted at prices as high as those of the last two seasons. 
Tomatoes. The acreage of tomatoes grown for shipment in the 
intermediate group of states, which includes Illinois, was greatly in-
creased in 1935. In most localities, tomatoes planted for marketing 
fresh yielded abundantly and prices were low. Plantings will probably 
be smaller in 1936. 
The acreage of cannery tomatoes in the United States was 13 per-
cent higher in 1935 than in 1934. In spite of unfavorable growing 
conditions in some localities, the total production was the largest for 
any year since 1925. Several large manufacturers of tomato products 
have been expanding their Illinois acreages, and it is probable that 
further expansion will take place in 1936 even tho acreages are likely 
AGRICULTURAL OUTLOOK FOR lLLINOis-1936 31 
to be reduced in some other states. Since cannery tomatoes are 
grown mostly under contract, the acreage is determined largely by the 
attitude of the manufacturers. 
Melons. Yields of muskmelons in some Illinois localities were 
again low in 1935. Good-quality stock brought fair prices. A normal 
acreage for supplying local markets may well be planted in 1936. 
Watermelon acreage in the late group of states (which includes Illi-
nois) was slightly greater in 1935 than in 1934, and production in 
these states increased 3 percent. Prices were lower than in 1934. 
Further expansion in acreage in 1936 would likely result in further 
decline in prices. 
Sweet Potatoes. The total acreage planted to sweet potatoes in 
1936 will probably differ but slightly from that of 1935, some re-
duction occurring in the southern states and some increase in the 
Virginia - New Jersey area, where the crop is grown primarily for 
market. Illinois acreage will probably not show much change. 
Potatoes. Present indications are that the programs likely to be 
put into effect under recent potato legislation may have a decided in-
fluence on both potato plantings and marketings in 1936. The sales 
allotment for the 1936 crop for the entire country has been set at about 
226Yz million bushels. The sales allotment for Illinois is 600,000 
bushels. There is no restriction, however, on the quantity that a 
family may grow for its own use. The potato program is likely to 
result in higher potato prices. 
FORESTRY OUTLOOK 
From 1932 to 1934 the annual cash income from forest products 
from Illinois farms increased from $719,000 to $908,000. Indications 
are that the 1935 income will go over a million dollars. This steady 
upward trend forecasts favorably for 1936. 
The trend is toward premium prices for high-grade logs and a 
slight lowering of prices for logs of poor quality and inferior species. 
Unfortunately logs from Illinois farm woodlands fall mostly in the 
latter class, because of excessive woods-pasturing and overcutting. 
For the farmer who will protect his woodland from grazing and 
will give preference in cutting to well-formed trees of the more salable 
species, a good market may be predicted. Illinois does not have 
sufficient woodland area to answer the demands of the state; so 
while a market is always assured, the nature of the market depends 
on the woodland owner. 
Idle lands not suitable for agriculture should be reforested. An 
adequate supply of seedlings of several varieties of native forest trees 
is available from the state nursery for planting in the spring of 1936. 
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